
C A L I F O R N I A N S  U N I T E D  F O R  A  R E S P O N S I B L E  B U D G E T

Declining 
prison
population

THE 2026-27 PROPOSED BUDGET PRIORITIZES PRISONS OVER
VITAL RESOURCES

CORRECTIONS BUDGET REDUCTIONS CAN ADDRESS DEFICIT &
PROTECT [SECTOR]

The Governor’s Proposed Budget increases Corrections funding by $618 million, for a total of
$18.86 billion. It also fails to commit to additional prison closures. This is unacceptable, given:

~14,000 empty
prison beds in CA1

Lacking
investment in
vital services

CORRECTIONS REDUCTIONS CAN HELP ADDRESS THE DEFICIT

Insert cuts/budget ask

Insert cuts/budget ask

Insert cuts/budget ask

$260 MILLION

$500 MILLION

ANNUAL SAVINGS FROM CLOSING FIVE PRISONS: $1.5 BILLION

$86.5 MILLION

CORRECTIONS CUTS CAN HELP FUND [SECTOR]

Structural and
worsening deficit

2

1.CDCR. Weekly Report of Population: Total CDCR Population as of Midnight January 7, 2026.
2.LAO. The 2024–25 Budget: California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation.

Close at least 5 additional prisons: Save $1.5
billion annually, plus $1.3 billion in infrastructure
and capital savings. Prior prison closures and
contract terminations have saved vast sums – an
estimated nearly $5 billion by 2027-28.    Whole
closures, not yard deactivations, will maximize
savings and streamline facility consolidation.

Stop incarcerating elders: California is
incarcerating more than 19,000 people aged 55
and older. Incarcerating elderly, low-risk people
can cost $200,000–$300,000+ per person
each year.

Halt unnecessary infrastructure
projects: The Budget includes $78.5
million over 5 years for infrastructure
projects at San Quentin, despite
legislative pushback and vague goals &
metrics.

Further reduce the prison population:
Fully implement existing policies and
pass new policies to end draconian
sentencing and address racism in the
carceral system.

https://www.cdcr.ca.gov/research/wp-content/uploads/sites/174/2026/01/Tpop1d260107.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://lao.ca.gov/Publications/Report/4852?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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Declining 
prison
population

THE 2026-27 PROPOSED BUDGET PRIORITIZES PRISONS OVER
VITAL RESOURCES

CORRECTIONS BUDGET REDUCTIONS CAN ADDRESS DEFICIT &
HOUSING NEEDS

The Governor’s Proposed Budget increases Corrections funding by $618 million, for a total of
$18.86 billion. It also fails to commit to additional prison closures. This is unacceptable, given:

~14,000 empty
prison beds in CA1

Lacking
investment in
vital services

CORRECTIONS REDUCTIONS CAN HELP ADDRESS THE DEFICIT

Funding needed to sustain Multifamily Housing Program (MHP) after 2026

Funding needed to restore previous funding level for Homeless Housing,
Assistance and Prevention (HHAP) Grant Program $500 MILLION

ANNUAL SAVINGS FROM CLOSING FIVE PRISONS: $1.5 BILLION

$500 MILLION

CORRECTIONS CUTS CAN HELP FUND HOUSING

Structural and
worsening deficit

2

1.CDCR. Weekly Report of Population: Total CDCR Population as of Midnight January 7, 2026.
2.LAO. The 2024–25 Budget: California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation.

Close at least 5 additional prisons: Save $1.5
billion annually, plus $1.3 billion in infrastructure
and capital savings. Prior prison closures and
contract terminations have saved vast sums – an
estimated nearly $5 billion by 2027-28.    Whole
closures, not yard deactivations, will maximize
savings and streamline facility consolidation.

Stop incarcerating elders: California is
incarcerating more than 19,000 people aged 55
and older. Incarcerating elderly, low-risk people
can cost $200,000–$300,000+ per person
each year.

Halt unnecessary infrastructure
projects: The Budget includes $78.5
million over 5 years for infrastructure
projects at San Quentin, despite
legislative pushback and vague goals &
metrics.

Further reduce the prison population:
Fully implement existing policies and
pass new policies to end draconian
sentencing and address racism in the
carceral system.

https://www.cdcr.ca.gov/research/wp-content/uploads/sites/174/2026/01/Tpop1d260107.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://lao.ca.gov/Publications/Report/4852?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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THE 2026-27 PROPOSED BUDGET PRIORITIZES PRISONS OVER
VITAL RESOURCES

CORRECTIONS BUDGET REDUCTIONS CAN ADDRESS DEFICIT &
PROTECT HEALTH RESOURCES 

The Governor’s Proposed Budget increases Corrections funding by $618 million, for a total of
$18.86 billion. It also fails to commit to additional prison closures. This is unacceptable, given:

~14,000 empty
prison beds in CA1

Lacking
investment in
vital services

CORRECTIONS REDUCTIONS CAN HELP ADDRESS THE DEFICIT
Close at least 5 additional prisons: Save $1.5
billion annually, plus $1.3 billion in infrastructure
and capital savings. Prior prison closures and
contract terminations have saved vast sums – an
estimated nearly $5 billion by 2027-28.    Whole
closures, not yard deactivations, will maximize
savings and streamline facility consolidation.

Stop incarcerating elders: California is
incarcerating more than 19,000 people aged 55
and older. Incarcerating elderly, low-risk people
can cost $200,000–$300,000+ per person
each year.

Halt unnecessary infrastructure
projects: The Budget includes $78.5
million over 5 years for infrastructure
projects at San Quentin, despite
legislative pushback and vague goals &
metrics.

Further reduce the prison population:
Fully implement existing policies and
pass new policies to end draconian
sentencing and address racism in the
carceral system.

Funding for age-based exemption from Medi-Cal premiums $215 MILLION

ANNUAL SAVINGS FROM CLOSING FIVE PRISONS: $1.5 BILLION

CORRECTIONS CUTS CAN HELP FUND HEALTH

1.CDCR. Weekly Report of Population: Total CDCR Population as of Midnight January 7, 2026.
2.LAO. The 2024–25 Budget: California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation.
3.CA DOF.  Health and Human Services, 2026–27 Governor’s Budget Summary.

Structural and
worsening deficit

Funding to protect immigrant access to Medi-Cal for HR 1-excluded populations $786 MILLION3

Funding to extend California Food Assistance Program to HR 1-excluded
humanitarian immigrants $133 MILLION
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https://www.cdcr.ca.gov/research/wp-content/uploads/sites/174/2026/01/Tpop1d260107.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://lao.ca.gov/Publications/Report/4852?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://ebudget.ca.gov/2026-27/pdf/BudgetSummary/HealthandHumanServices.pdf
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THE 2026-27 PROPOSED BUDGET PRIORITIZES PRISONS OVER VITAL
RESOURCES

CORRECTIONS BUDGET REDUCTIONS CAN ADDRESS DEFICIT &
PROTECT HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 

The Governor’s Proposed Budget increases Corrections funding by $618 million, for a total of
$18.86 billion. It also fails to commit to additional prison closures. This is unacceptable, given:

~14,000 empty
prison beds in CA1

Lacking
investment in
vital services

CORRECTIONS REDUCTIONS CAN HELP ADDRESS THE DEFICIT

Close at least 5 additional prisons: Save $1.5
billion annually, plus $1.3 billion in infrastructure
and capital savings. Prior prison closures and
contract terminations have saved vast sums – an
estimated nearly $5 billion by 2027-28.    Whole
closures, not yard deactivations, will maximize
savings and streamline facility consolidation.

Stop incarcerating elders: California is
incarcerating more than 19,000 people aged 55
and older. Incarcerating elderly, low-risk people
can cost $200,000–$300,000+ per person
each year.

Halt unnecessary infrastructure
projects: The Budget includes $78.5
million over 5 years for infrastructure
projects at San Quentin, despite
legislative pushback and vague goals &
metrics.

Further reduce the prison population:
Fully implement existing policies and
pass new policies to end draconian
sentencing and address racism in the
carceral system.

Funding for age-based exemption from Medi-Cal premiums $215 MILLION

ANNUAL SAVINGS FROM CLOSING FIVE PRISONS: $1.5 BILLION

CORRECTIONS CUTS CAN HELP FUND HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES

1.CDCR. Weekly Report of Population: Total CDCR Population as of Midnight January 7, 2026.
2.LAO. The 2024–25 Budget: California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation.
3.CA DOF.  Health and Human Services, 2026–27 Governor’s Budget Summary.

Structural and
worsening deficit

Funding to protect immigrant access to Medi-Cal for HR 1-excluded populations $786 MILLION3

Funding desperately needed to bolster California’s Immigration Legal Services
Programs $50 MILLION
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https://www.cdcr.ca.gov/research/wp-content/uploads/sites/174/2026/01/Tpop1d260107.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://lao.ca.gov/Publications/Report/4852?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://ebudget.ca.gov/2026-27/pdf/BudgetSummary/HealthandHumanServices.pdf
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THE 2026-27 PROPOSED BUDGET PRIORITIZES PRISONS OVER
VITAL RESOURCES

CORRECTIONS BUDGET REDUCTIONS CAN ADDRESS DEFICIT
& PROTECT CLIMATE INITIATIVES

The Governor’s Proposed Budget increases Corrections funding by $618 million, for a total of
$18.86 billion. It also fails to commit to additional prison closures. This is unacceptable, given:

~14,000 empty
prison beds in CA1

Lacking
investment in
vital services

CORRECTIONS REDUCTIONS CAN HELP ADDRESS THE DEFICIT

Funding needed to double proposed 2026-27 General Fund investment in
Environmental Protection

Funding needed to sustain the Disadvantaged Communities Single Family
Solar Homes (DAC-SASH) Program through 2030 $45 MILLION

ANNUAL SAVINGS FROM CLOSING FIVE PRISONS: $1.5 BILLION

$122 MILLION

CORRECTIONS CUTS CAN HELP FUND CLIMATE RESILIENCE

Structural and
worsening deficit

1.CDCR. Weekly Report of Population: Total CDCR Population as of Midnight January 7, 2026.
2.LAO. The 2024–25 Budget: California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation.
3.Ella Baker Center. Hidden Hazards: The Impacts of Climate Change on Incarcerated People in California State Prisons.

Close at least 5 additional prisons: Save $1.5 billion
annually, plus $1.3 billion in infrastructure and
capital savings. Prior prison closures and contract
terminations have saved vast sums – an estimated
nearly $5 billion by 2027-28.    Whole closures, not
yard deactivations, will maximize savings and
streamline facility consolidation. Prisons vulnerable
to climate disaster should be prioritized for closure.

Stop incarcerating elders: California is
incarcerating more than 19,000 people aged 55
and older. Incarcerating elderly, low-risk people can
cost $200,000–$300,000+ per person each year.

Halt unnecessary infrastructure
projects: The Budget includes $78.5
million over 5 years for infrastructure
projects at San Quentin, despite
legislative pushback and vague
goals & metrics.

Further reduce the prison
population: Fully implement
existing policies and pass new
policies to end draconian
sentencing and address racism in
the carceral system.

2

3

https://www.cdcr.ca.gov/research/wp-content/uploads/sites/174/2026/01/Tpop1d260107.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://lao.ca.gov/Publications/Report/4852?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://ellabakercenter.org/reports/hiddenhazards/#:~:text=Our%20first%2Dof%2Dits%2D,challenges%20during%20climate%20hazards%20and
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THE 2026-27 PROPOSED BUDGET PRIORITIZES PRISONS OVER
VITAL RESOURCES

CORRECTIONS BUDGET REDUCTIONS CAN ADDRESS DEFICIT &
STRENGTHEN EDUCATION

The Governor’s Proposed Budget increases Corrections funding by $618 million, for a total of
$18.86 billion. It also fails to commit to additional prison closures. This is unacceptable, given:

~14,000 empty
prison beds in CA1

Lacking
investment in
vital services

CORRECTIONS REDUCTIONS CAN HELP ADDRESS THE DEFICIT

Funding needed to support the Underground Scholars Initiative

Funding needed for emergency Basic Needs allocation to UC schools

Funding needed to support University of California (UC) food pantries

$20 MILLION

$50 MILLION

ANNUAL SAVINGS FROM CLOSING FIVE PRISONS: $1.5 BILLION

$2.5 MILLION

CORRECTIONS CUTS CAN HELP FUND EDUCATION

Structural and
worsening deficit

2

1.CDCR. Weekly Report of Population: Total CDCR Population as of Midnight January 7, 2026.
2.LAO. The 2024–25 Budget: California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation.
3.University of California Student Association. Press Release | UCSA Responds to Governor's January 2026-27 Budget Proposal.

Close at least 5 additional prisons: Save $1.5
billion annually, plus $1.3 billion in infrastructure
and capital savings. Prior prison closures and
contract terminations have saved vast sums – an
estimated nearly $5 billion by 2027-28.    Whole
closures, not yard deactivations, will maximize
savings and streamline facility consolidation.

Stop incarcerating elders: California is
incarcerating more than 19,000 people aged 55
and older. Incarcerating elderly, low-risk people
can cost $200,000–$300,000+ per person
each year.

Halt unnecessary infrastructure
projects: The Budget includes $78.5
million over 5 years for infrastructure
projects at San Quentin, despite
legislative pushback and vague goals &
metrics.

Further reduce the prison population:
Fully implement existing policies and
pass new policies to end draconian
sentencing and address racism in the
carceral system.

3

3

3

https://www.cdcr.ca.gov/research/wp-content/uploads/sites/174/2026/01/Tpop1d260107.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://lao.ca.gov/Publications/Report/4852?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yvbT9ep7QB4cRdJcSaicuFZYogd6ipud/view?usp=sharing


C A L I F O R N I A N S  U N I T E D  F O R  A  R E S P O N S I B L E  B U D G E T

Declining 
prison
population

THE 2026-27 PROPOSED BUDGET PRIORITIZES PRISONS OVER
VITAL RESOURCES

CORRECTIONS BUDGET REDUCTIONS CAN ADDRESS DEFICIT &
PROTECT NEEDED SERVICES

The Governor’s Proposed Budget increases Corrections funding by $618 million, for a total of
$18.86 billion. It also fails to commit to additional prison closures. This is unacceptable, given:

~14,000 empty
prison beds in CA1

Lacking
investment in
vital services

CORRECTIONS REDUCTIONS CAN HELP ADDRESS THE DEFICIT

Structural and
worsening deficit

2

Close at least 5 additional prisons: Save $1.5
billion annually, plus $1.3 billion in infrastructure
and capital savings. Prior prison closures and
contract terminations have saved vast sums – an
estimated nearly $5 billion by 2027-28.    Whole
closures, not yard deactivations, will maximize
savings and streamline facility consolidation.

Stop incarcerating elders: California is
incarcerating more than 19,000 people aged 55
and older. Incarcerating elderly, low-risk people
can cost $200,000–$300,000+ per person
each year.

Halt unnecessary infrastructure
projects: The Budget includes $78.5
million over 5 years for infrastructure
projects at San Quentin, despite
legislative pushback and vague goals &
metrics.

Further reduce the prison population:
Fully implement existing policies and
pass new policies to end draconian
sentencing and address racism in the
carceral system.

ANNUAL SAVINGS FROM CLOSING FIVE PRISONS: $1.5 BILLION

CORRECTIONS CUTS CAN HELP FUND VITAL RESOURCES

Funding to protect immigrant access to Medi-Cal for HR 1-excluded populations $786 MILLION3

Funding desperately needed to bolster California’s Immigration Legal Services
Programs $50 MILLION

Funding to extend California Food Assistance Program to HR 1-excluded
humanitarian immigrants $133 MILLION

1.CDCR. Weekly Report of Population: Total CDCR Population as of Midnight January 7, 2026.
2.LAO. The 2024–25 Budget: California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation.
3.CA DOF.  Health and Human Services, 2026–27 Governor’s Budget Summary.

https://www.cdcr.ca.gov/research/wp-content/uploads/sites/174/2026/01/Tpop1d260107.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://lao.ca.gov/Publications/Report/4852?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://ebudget.ca.gov/2026-27/pdf/BudgetSummary/HealthandHumanServices.pdf

