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April 16, 2024

The Honorable Kevin McCarty

Chair, Assembly Public Safety Committee
1020 N Street, Room 111

Sacramento, CA 95814

Subject: Assembly Bill 2178 (Ting) - OPPOSE

Dear Assemblymember McCarty:

On behalf of the California Correctional Peace Officers Association (CCPOA) and its 26,000 members, | am writing to express
our opposition to AB 2178 (Ting), regarding empty beds in California state prisons.

Instituting a bed vacancy cap across California’s state prison system would further perpetuate several existing problems
within our prisons. Even with the reported vacancies, the state’s inmate population is still far beyond the current available
design capacity of the system. Despite significant population reductions over the past decade, our current inmate
population is at 116.3% of its design capacity. We have 93,116 inmates being housed in a prison system designed for only
78,994 inmates.

Mandating the shuttering of even more capacity with AB 2178 continues to force the remaining inmates into tighter
quarters. Reducing the available design capacity to comply with this bill will only succeed in halting any progress made with
the warehousing of inmates. Higher densities of inmates pose substantial risks to CCPOA’s membership, as well other staff
and inmates. The denser the population, the greater the risk of assaults and other acts of violence.

There are also constant battles of interests competing for space within prison walls. With no additional prison or facility
closures, there is insufficient space for all the inmate programming. Even if fully funded, recreational, educational, and
career technical programs are regularly sacrificed, primarily due to lack of available space. More closures will only worsen
this issue and reduced programming opportunities also leads to an increased risk of violence for our members, staff, and
inmates.

Additionally, the shift in the state’s incarceration policies toward the “California Model” will continue to require additional
space to accommodate the enhanced programming and environmental changes to daily life within prison. These conflicting

efforts pose problems and likely limit the effectiveness of each other.

For these reasons, we are opposed to AB 2178 (Ting) and respectfully request your No vote. If you have any questions
regarding our position, please contact our lobbyist, Matthew Easley at 916- 917-6837.

Sincerely,

aughn Baker
irector, Governmental Affairs
California Correctional Peace Officers Association
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