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As the prison industrial complex (PIC) continually tries to
expand in response to pressure from our movements,
Black August serves as a compass reminding us not to
settle for anything less than liberation.
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This month we honor Black August, uplifting its
origins and the ongoing organizing against
oppression it has inspired—from the Attica Prison
Rebellion, the Pelican Bay Hunger Strikes, fights to
shut down ICE detention centers, to resistance today.

Tracing key events in the legacy of Black August is
helpful to understanding how the PIC continues to
attempt expansion, often under the banner of reforms.
These attempts are designed to justify power-grabs,
co-opt, de-radicalize, and quell resistance. The origins
of Black August reground us in the system we are
fighting against and insights from imprisoned-led
movements overtime guide our efforts today.




The foundations of Black August rest in the legacy of
Black Radical Tradition, since the moment enslaved
Africans were forced to what is now the US. The term,
Black August, itself originated in 1979, to honor fallen
political prisoners and decades of struggle within the
prison system and by Black people over time.

We honor political prisoners and freedom fighters like
George and Jonathan Jackson, W.L. Nolen, Fleeta
Drumgo, John Clutchette, Ruchell Magee, Safiya
Bukhari, Assata Shakur, and so many more, including
our comrades still caged in prisons, jails, and
detention centers to this day.
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BLACK AUGUST

study-fast- train- resist

While imprisoned from 1960-1971, Jackson became a
revolutionary leader of the Black Power Movement. He led
study sessions on radical texts, convened The Third World
Coalition, started the Black Panther Party chapter in San
Quentin, and wrote The Soledad Brother and Blood in My
Eye. The prison system's growth in the 1970s and 1980s
was largely in response to this Black-led resistance
across walls. Jackson was killed in 1971 by guards at San
Quentin State Prison during a prisoner rebellion.
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“The Long Attica Revolt,’ coined by Orisanmi Burton,
situates the 1971 Attica Rebellion within a broader
struggle. For five days, incarcerated people took control of
the prison, amid uprisings across New York's correctional
system, advancing diverse demands. The state responded
with an armed assault that killed 33 incarcerated people
and 10 guards, followed by reforms that expanded and
“modernized” prisons, neutralizing resistance. Similar
expansion efforts disguised as reforms persist today.

Read more about The Long Attica Revolt by
Orisanmi Burton at bit.ly/burtonattica
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In 2011 and 2013, California’s Short Corridor Collective
(SCC) led historic hunger strikes against solitary
confinement, growing from Pelican Bay to 30,000 strikers
across prisons, jails, and detention centers. The SCC'’s five
demands were eventually met, and the Agreement to End
Hostilities was created to unite imprisoned people across
prison-manufactured racial divides. Despite these wins,
the landmark 2015 Ashker v. Governor of CA settlement
was nullified in 2023, underlining the limits of legal
advocacy and importance of grassroots power building.

Solitary Watch
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Escalated ICE kidnappings have resulted in detention
center expansion, targeting and criminalizing our Black
and brown community members. This expansion and
worsening of conditions inside detention centers has been
met with resistance. From Delaney Hall in New Jersey to
Adelanto in California, people caged in ICE detention
centers have staged hunger strikes protesting horrific
conditions, demanding freedom and closure. Resources in
caption to stand in solidarity with strikers.
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Shut Down Adelanto Coalition
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Decades of organizing across prison walls has driven
major declines in the imprisoned population and four
prison closures. The CA prison system today remains at
120% of the overall design capacity and contains 14,000
empty beds. Yet officials continue to push expansion
under the guise of “kinder, gentler” cages, convincing
lawmakers to spend billions on new prisons as a
'solution’ to the devastation they cause. The legacy of
Black August sustains our fight against expansion.
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Rally to Close CRC Norco Prison
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“As always, our goal was and still is to reach
the people. We are up against the mass
psychology of the police state. Our overall
objective is not to reform the prison
industrial complex (PIC); but to create a
different way of doing restorative justice.
There can never be true justice when we
live in a punitive society. Struggle takes on
different forms. Our ultimate goal was
towards abolitionist horizons, an ongoing
call for the dismantling of all oppressive
institutions.”

-Comrade Pops, alias for participant in the
Pelican Bay Hunger Strikes

Quote from Critical Resistance'’s The Abolitionist
Newspaper: Issue 40 on Control Units, “Resisting
Torture: Refusing to Surrender”
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