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[Month] [Day], 2014 

The Honorable Tom Ammiano 
Chair, Assembly Public Safety 
State Capitol,  
Fax: (916) 319-2117 
 
AB 1512 (Stone) – OPPOSE 

Dear Assembly Member Ammiano: 

We, ______________________________write you to express our opposition to Assembly Bill 
1512 that would extend the sunset and allow counties such as Monterey to continue to transfer 
prisoners across county lines. We believe there are cost effective, common-sense alternatives to 
this proposal that will keep residents of counties across California safe, represent a better use of 
taxpayer money, and avoid making it even more difficult for incarcerated prisoners and their 
families to maintain supportive bonds.  
 
The transfer of prisoners not only promotes family hardship, but also increases the risk of 
recidivism and threatens public safety. Several studies, including ones conducted by the Journal 
of Research in Crime and Delinquency, have shown that keeping prisoners close to their families 
increases their likelihood of rehabilitation, keeping their family connections strong and 
maintaining support structures for them upon release. Prisoners who are separated from their 
families are more likely to lose very critical support systems that are integral to preventing them 
from committing future crimes.  
 
Monterey County, in Assemblymember Stone’s district, is one of the counties that currently 
transfers prisoners to counties far away from their families due to jail overcrowding.  However, 
Monterey County could implement alternative means of safely reducing its jail population that 
would better serve the needs of its residents. Monterey County currently has the sixth-lowest 
implementation rate of split-sentencing, where Contra Costa County implements split-sentencing 
at a rate of 82 percent, according to the Chief Probation Officers of California. In San Francisco 
County, the District Attorney used money from realignment to hire an alternative sentencing 
planner to ensure alternatives to incarceration are the first option, instead of the last resort. 
Counties such as Monterey should implement reforms such as these instead of transferring 
prisoners outside of their home counties. 

In short, this bill is absent of incentives for counties to look for best practices to reduce their 
respective jail populations.  Resorting to the costly and shortsighted plan of shipping prisoners 
across county lines will result in more barriers to strengthening family relationships, impede 
rehabilitation, and overall increase the risk of recidivism. The county-to-county transfer of 
prisoners does nothing to reduce California’s overall mass incarceration crisis. This money 



would be better spent on healthcare, education, and programming to reduce recidivism. We need 
alternatives to incarceration! 

 
Signed, 


